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INTRODUCTION

1. A Democracy is based on the principle of equality .
2. Equality refers to the state of being equal in terms of status, rights, and opportunities.
3. In India, every citizen who is eighteen years of age or above is entitled to vote in elections, irrespective of
caste, class, religion, or gender. The right to vote is known as universal adult franchise.
4. Inequalities in India are based on religion, ace, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them.
5. The most common form of inequality that exists in Indian society is the caste system and gender
inequality. The most condemned form of discrimination against the inferior group is untouchability.
6. Articles 14 to 18 of the Constitution of India recognize every individual in the country as equal,
irrespective of religion, race, caste, sex, and place of birth. In order to establish equality in the society, it
outlines the provisions given below:
 Equality before law
 Prohibition of discrimination
 Equal access to public places and facilities.
 Abolishment of Untouchability .
7. In order to implement the provisions of the Constitution of India, the government makes various laws and
introduces special schemes.One such scheme launched by the government is the Midday Meal.
8. The Midday Meal Scheme was launched to ensure, elementary education and nutrition for the children of
disadvantaged families.
9. Other schemes introduced by the government include reservations of seats for poor children in private
schools, various scholarship programme, and employment schemes.
10. Despite the measures undertaken by the government, there still exists inequality in the Indian society.
People are forced into unequal situations, exploited, and treated unfairly on grounds of caste, class, religion,
and gender. It is because people still consider the disadvantaged groups as inferior to them.
11. The civil rights movement started in the mid-1950s. A major change for civil rights was in 1December
1955, when Rosa Parks an African American woman refused to give up her seat on a public bus to a white
man.
12. The civil rights movement in the USA led to the introduction of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that
prohibited discrimination on grounds of race, religion, or natural origin.



Question andAnswers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

1. What is universal adult franchise?

Ans : In India, every citizen who is eighteen years of age or above is entitled to vote in elections,
irrespective of caste, class, religion, or gender. The right to vote is known as universal adult franchise.

2. What is Midday Meal Scheme?

Ans : i) The Midday Meal Scheme was launched to ensure elementary education and nutrition or the
children of socially disadvantaged groups in the society.
ii) The scheme was first introduced in the state of Tamil Nadu. In 2001, the supreme court instructed all state
government to adopt the same programme in their schools with in the next six months.

3. What is Untouchability?

Ans : Untouchability is a form of discrimination against the scheduled castes in the Indian society.

4. Cite two examples of discriminatory practices against women.

Ans : Two examples of discriminatory practices against women in India are as follows:
i ) In some families, women are not allowed to go out to work.
ii ) In some offices, women are considered less responsible and paid less than their male colleagues.

5. On what grounds are the people discriminated against in India?

Ans :In India, the people are discriminated against on the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, and place of
birth.

__________________________________________________________________________________



E. Answer the questions in detail.

1. How are universal adult franchise, equality before law, and abolishment of untouchability important

provisions of the Constitution of India to establish equality in the Indian society?

Ans : Universal adult franchise, equality before law, and abolishment of untouchability are important
provisions of the Constitution of India to establish equality in the Indian society.
i) Universal adult franchise: In India, every citizen who is eighteen years of age or above is entitled to vote
in elections, irrespective of caste, class, religion, or gender. The right to vote is known as universal adult
franchise.
ii) Equality before law: It means that every citizen of the country is equal in the eyes of the law.
iii) Abolishment of untouchability: The Constitution of India abolishes untouchability in all its forms.

2. The results of the Midday Meal Scheme have been impressive. With reference to the benefits of the

Midday Meal Scheme, justify the statement.

Ans : The benefits of the Midday Meal Scheme are given below :
i) It has increased the enrolment and attendance rates of poor children, especially girls.
ii) It has addressed the classroom hunger of poor students who earlier came to school but could not
concentrate on studies due to their empty stomachs.
iii) It has brought about freedom to the working mothers to continue their jobs without worrying about the
lunch of their children.
iv) It has contributed in fostering equality and reducing caste and class barriers by allowing the children of
both upper and lower castes to eat meals together and by employing people from the disadvantaged groups
as cooks and assistants.

3.What type of inequality existed in the USA? How did Rosa Parks become instrumental in starting

the civil rights movement? How far has the movement been successful?

Ans i)In the United States of America, the people of African origin have been subjected to unfair treatment.
ii) These people were subjected to discrimination and unequal treatment.
iii) Rosa Parks become instrumental in starting the civil rights movement when one day, while returning
from work in a bus, she refused to give up her seat to a white man.
iv) Her denial was against the norms of that time according to which African Americans were to give their
seats to white people when the bus was full.
v) Her refusal started the movement called the civil rights movement.
vi) The movement led to the introduction of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which prohibited discrimination
on grounds of race, religion, or national origin.



4. With the help of appropriate examples, explain how far you think equality has been achieved

in the Indian society.

Ans :i) Despite the measures undertaken by the government, such as abolition of untouchability, inequality
still exists in the Indian society
ii) People are forced into unequal situations, exploited, and treated unfairly on grounds of caste, class,
religion, and gender.
iii) It is because people still consider the disadvantaged groups as inferior to them and continue to
discriminate against them.
iv) Thus, unless we change our attitude towards the disadvantaged, it is impossible to establish equality in
the society in absolute terms.

_______________________________________________________________________________________


